St Patrick's
Catholic Primary School

Dear Parents, Carers and Parishioners,
Happy New Year!
| hope that you had a wonderful Christmas and enjoyed the opportunity to spend some quality
time together as families. It was wonderful to welcome the children back on Tuesday and hear
all about their wonderful Christmas break.

The children have already settled back into the routines of school life and as always have been
brilliant. This spring term is always a fantastic term where the children can really blossom and
show excellent progress. Let's hope for a great term.

Please spend some time looking at some of the dates for key events this term. Have a great
weekend.

Paul Rogers

. AR _ Census Day - Free School Meal
S To mark Census Day, school is offering a free school dinner to all primary
s pupils. The theme is pasta and pizza. Please could you let us know if your
e child would like to take advantage. Thank you.

After School Clubs
Our after-school clubs will begin next week and are available
Year 6 SATS to book on Arbor. Craig’s Coaches will now run the multi-
A meeting will be held in sports club on a Wednesday. Other clubs are listed below.
school on Wednesday 14t Clubs for next half term will be:
January. We look forward Monday — Multi-Sports AFTER
to welcoming you to look Tuesday — Mindfulness SCHOOL

at how we can prepare the Wednesday — Football Skills

children for the tests in Thursday — Choir
May. Clubs will run to the February half term break.

SEND Support Plan Reviews
This month we will be reviewing SEND Support Plans for children who have them. We will
contact parents/ carers to arrange a convenient time to meet as your support in the process is
essential. Thank you for your support.

St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School
Headteacher: Mr. P. Rogers
Telephone: 0191 378 0552
E-mail: stpl@stpl.bwcet.com
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Attendance

Procedure for appointments during school hours

If you have to take your child out of school for any reason, including a medical, dental, school visit
appointment, please could you inform the school office prior to the appointment along with any
supporting evidence of the appointment. This is so that we can authorise the absence where we can and
your child is not marked as unauthorised in our register.

Please see below guidance from the government regarding school attendance. https://www.gov.uk/

school-attendance-absence

Children should aim to arrive in school by 8.55 am at the latest. Persistent lateness causes disruption to

your child’s education.

Holidays in term time

It is Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust

policy that we as a school must refer to the local

authority when a child takes holiday during term

time. You can see Durham’s procedures here:
Holidays in term time - Durham County Council

Year Attendance this week:
R 87.3%

1/2 O L0 88a%

3/a L g9.20%

5/6 | - - le9.25%

Standards at St. Patrick’s

Our expectations on attendance must
remain strong and, as the parent
community know, we take this part of
our job very seriously indeed. We will
be contacting parents/carers of those
children who are persistently absent,
this means any child with an
attendance percentage of 90% or less.
Please understand that this is a
supportive measure and that we are
working hard to leave no stone
unturned to help your child achieve
the very best possible outcomes.

“Where leave of absence has not been granted, but the
pupil does not attend, the headteacher will refer the case to
the local authority in line with the National Framework. This
may lead to the local authority issuing a fixed penalty
notice.” - BWCET Attendance Policy
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Use well the gifts that God has given you



Feast Days:
25th May

20th March

31st August

St. Bede

St. Cuthbert

Weekly total

620

Running total

3639

3779 3840

You will see your child’s house points add up throughout the week via Class Dojo. This will only be used
for house points this year and not school to home communication.

Stars of the week

Vinnie Year R For fantastic phonics work.
Olivia-Grace Year1/2 For being enthusiastic and participating in all lessons.
Ruby Year3 /4 For consistently brilliant behaviour.
Benediktas Year 5 /6 For always having a positive attitude to learning.
Rainbow Rewards
Red Is for the blood he gave (Be Kind) Anya
Green |[Is for the world he made (Be a steward) Poppy, Oscar N
Is for the light so bright (Be humble)
Orange |Is strong and full of might (Be courageous)
Purple Is for his hour of sorrow (Be compassionate and say sorry)
Pink |!s for a new tomorrow (Be just and fair)
Blue |Isforthe sky he made so we can aim high (Never give up or Ada, Anne, Max
take the easy option)

The rainbow is a sign of God’s promise,

He will guide us through any storm.

When you feel battered by life’s storms,

Just remember God’s rainbow is coming -

It’s only a prayer away.

use well the gifts that qod has given you




TH: Wednesday

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to school and a Happy New Year to all.

Janvary is traditionally the month of beginnings -
a time for making a new start. In Church this Sunday

we celebrate a special feast - The Baptism of the Lord.
In this Sunday’s Gospel, John the Baptist didn't see the

need to baptise Jesus, because Jesus was sinless.

But Jesus insisted because he wanted to stand alongside

the community - to help them make a new start and
give them an example to follow.

Wednesday 7* Janvary 2026

Jesus, God’s beloved Son, came for everyone:
to draw us all into his family so that we can become
more like him and joyfully share in God's own life.

Enjoy a special time together this evening, hearing your
child’s thoughts about this Sunday’s Gospel and this
Wednesday's words, which are m:w START.

mwwj

*Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has nof yet come.
We have only today. Let us begin.® Saint Teresa of Calcutta

THE GOSPEL IN CHURCH
Sunday 11" Janvary 2026

Jesus came from Galilee to the

Jordan to be baptised by John.

John tried to dissvade him. “It is

| who need baptism from you,”

he said, “and yet you come to
me!” But Jesus replied, “Leave it like this for
the time being; it is fitting that we should,
in this way, do all that righteousness
demands.” At this, John gave in to him.
As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up
from the water, and suddenly the heavens
opened and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming down
on him. And a voice spoke from heaven,
“This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour
rests on him.”

Adapted from Matthew 3:13-17
The Baptism of the Lord, Year A

Geting fo know Jesus makes fife joyful.

Learn more about this Sunday’s Gospel in your
local Parish Church: all are very warmly invifed.

Regardless of our past, God invites each one of us to make a new start, each and
every day. Families who make a new start with God find that they grow closer
together and begin to know and share the joy that Jesus brings.
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Tuesday 6.1.26 Return to school for Spring Term 8.50am

Wednesday 14.1.26 Year 6 Parent SATs Meeting 5.00pm Yes
Thursday 29.1.26 Year 4 Parent Tables Check Meeting 3.30pm Yes
w/b Monday 2.2.26 Children's Mental Health Week All week No
Tuesday 10.2.26 Safer Internet Day All Day No
Tuesday 10.2.26 Year 1 Parent Phonics Meeting 3.30pm Yes
Friday 20.2.25 Break up for half-term holiday

Monday 2.3.26 Return to school for Spring 2™ Half Term
i ok e | ADay 630/
w/c Monday 9.3.26 Science Week All Week

Monday 9.3.26 F;:;ﬂg:;‘;:;?fegﬁ;“ 2.00pm - 325pm | Yes
Tuesday 10.3.26 S Laf_l":'?,:’;‘i[’s';“;m“ﬂ 2.00pm - 325pm | Yes
Wednesday 11.3.26 ::F!:i:-ri Laim:ﬁrs?;ons) 2.00pm - 3.25pm | Yes
Thursday 12.3.26 f;:ﬁ;ft ;ig'?,:‘;{’s':;mns] 2.00pm - 325pm | Yes
Friday 13.3.26 Semeone Special Celebration 2.45pm Yes
Tuesday 17.3.26 ﬁlto:ajrf:;o?niy—c\::hrr:;ﬁr;:;inq green All Day No
Tuesday 24.3.26 Parents Evening 3.30pm - 6.00pm | Yes
Wednesday 25.3.26 Parents Evening 3.30pm - 6.00pm | Yes
Monday 30.3.26 E;Zﬁg:i:‘::gifm S 3pm Yes
Thursday 2.4.26 Easter Service Z2pm Yes
Thursday 2.4.26 Break up for Easter Holidays

Monday 20.4.26 Return to school for Summer Term

Future events will be added when confirmed.

Use well the gifts that qod has given you




5'p Tips for. Parents and Educators Wi
SUPPORTING CHILDREN

RETURN TO ROUTINE

Most of us Iook forward 1o the sehool "'1

ow*nmmemm
an uphill battle, Here ore

START SMALL AND
EARLY

Hegin reintroducing stwments of the schock

1

e ba mors h.\-mh-choof-nym

Small chonges can Mmote g big ditlerence n
g lost pankc and

ENEdran 10 readjust smoothity.

2 REVISIT THE
SCHEDULE

Ity youir cNINE In MOopPing out 1halr dawy
FOUTING 40 thay Leberstond what s geing 1o
change Visunl 1ools lke charts or colendars can
heip keepang 10 ot schadule fesl mare
engugng When ahildren undes stand and
onticipots theit pertonal timaetodle, Ihey feel
More seciee Gnd In control.
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5 CREATE A SLEEP ‘11
1

PLAN

Gleep can p ane ot tha bigy: L
@3 ch@dren can samatimes Decomma rght Owia.
prone 1o staying up iate durng the halidoys.
Lirnit screen time belors MNM
m
‘o comunq musie. A resttul M . Ib.n
Impravee focut, Mood and overos weliticmng,
making marmings much smocthaer

P Y

4 ENCOURAGE
FRIENDSHIPS

T Hekp your child to recennact with school fienads
by atgunising playdates, cetah-ups or
arrenging te o 1o aftur -sehoet clus
Fe - wnrobdahwng sockal Donds con make the
return to schoot more n«m-umd‘-“ :
o te locus an ‘

>
the positcve pepecty .l "\- rrew ferm
—

GRANT
RESPONSIBILITY

Give chiidsen control over some ctpects of the
maming routine. Muyte Mey cauld be in charge
of waking everyons 5. serving brear st or
CHoosINg the radia 410000 thot everyone listens
10 while getting ready. Somethang that gives
tham a sense of cwnership ower thair moming
scheoule con Nelp them view the task os one
thary ‘ve ehasen 1o da, rathes han heing thid te
da

S

Meet Qur Expert

Bocky DOWON Is ON eAUCOLON Sxpert with & focws on Mmental heoltn

we‘?irw:sdag, _

sl wwstheing ” ItE DO AMMPOwSE NG BULITY &G sPwnd tr
with ond core for y >
strotegies that pro:

e's tron

) peopie llecty speciobhies n o
MOte walibieing and resienc e in © hidren durng

sitkons
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¢ FOCUS ON
NUTRITION

Moae sure children are recelving balanced
mects (with reguiar sty shacks to boast
energy ond conoentration), putting them in the
best poasibee state 10 return to oducation. A
Nutritious teeakfast is particutarty crucial or 0
postive Mot 16 the Oy, Involve children in meo!
planning to make it enjoyadie and coliobarative

y. »
7 COMMUNICATE
OPENLY

Tolh with your chibd Ao how (they're fesling
ABoUt returning 1o schoot whsther they1e
wucned. ansious or & mix of both, Vallsoting their
SMOo heipr them tuet vupporied ond
unterstood Try osking them atiow the ihings
ey e noking lorward te of scheol such o
seeing thelt Mends ogoin. Foousing on the
positives con be uselul for chikdren struggling
with change

\

g RECONNECT WITH
LEARNING

(ote chiidean bock into 0 leaming mndeet by
Moorporoting tun, educotionas octivities iMoo
helr home lite. Booding ¢ favourite Dook
playing games that involve matha of dlacussing
On interesting topic can gently reawoken thelr
Socus ang prne thee minds to o, which can
Move helpdul impacts on thelt ocodemic
pertarmance

9 PREP TOGETHER

Turn: preparation ino a shared activity, o
shouader the responsditity togethar and provide
Support whare needed Pack school bags, oy
Sut wriarme and plon neh the night belote
This not onty reduces sarty morming stress but

wino gives children a sense of swnerahip over
Bwing ready for schoal

BE PATIENT AND (V)

FLEXIBLE S
Tronastions toke ime, GNO every Child odjusts
dilerently: $0, it's nportant 10 stoy calm and
supportive especiny I IMey re reacting
oavernedy to the change in their daity (ite. Sie
ready 10 twedak IOUtinet as noeded, and work
with the child 10 moke the return 10 sducation
wasier povsible tor thern Patience con o 0 long
way 10 wtting o positive tene Tor the naw schood
Pl
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The
National
College

X @wake_up_weds

£3 /wuwihenationaicoliege @ @wake.up wednesday

o} @wakeup.weds
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Use well the gifts that Gqod has given you
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